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An impressive group of recruits should improve the University of Montana's 
women's cross country team's showing in the Regional in 1979. Last season the 
Grizzlies placed 12th with 326 points. The University of Oregon was the winner 
in the N.C.W.S.A. Regionals held in Seattle last November.
Two key returnees should also bolster first-year coach Dick Koontz s team 
outlook this season. Senior and two-time letter winner Netta Kohler from
'V
Missoula and sophomore letter winner Bridgette Baker (Fernley, Nev.) are both 
proven performers at the collegiate level.
Baker was Montana's top finisher in the Regionals last year, placing 31st. 
The top 21 runners advance to the A.I.A.W. National Championships.
"The cross country program at the University of Montana was put together 
primarily by Will Cheesman, and with his resignation and the late date of my 
taking over, the season is somewhat of a question mark right now," Koontz said. 
(Cheesman recently returned to Indiana to join his family there.)
"Although, I did spend last year working with Will and Marshall Clark in the 
men's and women's track and cross country programs," Koontz said. "I do know 
we have some quality athletes coming back.
“Netta and Bridgette are two top runners, and I expect big things from them 
this year," he said. "Three other letter winners, Kathy Reidy (Missoula), Carla 
Ness (Great Falls) and Julie Glenn (Helena) are also back, and will be pushed 
by the freshmen."
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Some of the freshmen Koontz is referring to are: Linda Becker (Portland, Ore.), 
Kelly Brendle (Independence, Ore.), Cathy Bryan (Spokane, Wash.), Louise Bruce 
(Littleton, Colo.), Gretchen Goebel (Aberdeen, Wash.), Shelly Thompson (Helena) 
and Mary Reimers (Spokane, Wash.).
"Most of the team will be freshmen," Koontz said. "They are untested at the 
college level. It is a longer distance at this level, and the elevation here 
could also be a factor to the girls from out of state. Several of the freshmen 
have outstanding credentials at the high school level. We hope that the addition 
of the freshmen to the squad will make us very competitive this year."
The UM team's season begins Friday, Sept. 21, at the Pelluer Invitational 
in Spokane. The team then hosts the UM Invitational on Sept. 29, and travels 
to the University of California Invitational in Berkeley on Oct. 6.
"Our meet at Cal is an exciting experience for us," Koontz said. "Not only 
is it great for our top runners, but it is also exciting for the women's cross 
country program."
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